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LAMOILLE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Octobcr 2022

Where did the summer go? The leaves are changing, the air is getting crisp, and people are taking out
their skis. Although field work is nearing an end, the Planners are still busy working on grant
applications, helping Towns with various projects, and planning for the year ahead.

But first, read on to see what we have accomplished over the summer.

LCPCVT.ORG

Introducing our Board Members

Richard Pearson

Rich Pearson is the most recent addition to the LCPC Board of Directors.
He and his wife Tina bought their Hyde Park home in 2016. Rich is a
Professional Engineer and worked with a civil engineering, planning,
landscape architecture and surveying firm located in Armonk, Westchester
County, New York (JMC) for more than 35 years. In addition to being
involved with site development, civil engineering, and planning services at
JMC, Rich specialized in traffic engineering and became a certified
Professional Traffic Operations Engineer. He was also on the Board of
Directors of the Westchester Municipal Planning Federation, assisting the
48 municipalities by providing training programs for Board members and
related services.

Since moving from New Fairfield, Connecticut to Hyde Park, Rich has
become a member of the Hyde Park Planning Commission and the Hyde
Park representative to the LCPC Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC). Rich and Tina have also
joined as volunteers for the Lamoille County Neighbors organization to assist seniors, as well as the
Knot in Hyde Park organization, in an effort to minimize the spread of the invasive plant Japanese
knotweed. Rich and Tina enjoy skiing, mountain biking and gardening.

Steven Foster

Steven Foster transplanted to Vermont nine years ago to pursue his
interests in the food and beverage industry. During his tenure, he worked
to grow a restaurant group from one location to four unique experiences.
Outside of the food and beverage industry, Steve was involved in sports
marketing with_ Bombastic Industries Group where he represented aspiring
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thletes, active professional athletes, and Hall of Fame inductees.

Qi teve began working in the real estate industry in Stowe with New England
“Bandmark Realty where he worked for two years. He then moved his license
“to Stowe Red Barn Realty to continue working and growing with his close

friend and mentor.

While at Stowe Red Barn Realty, Steve began to pursue commercial real estate. In one of his deals, he
played a major role in bringing the Alchemist Brewery to Stowe. More recently, Steve held the position
of Executive Director of K2 Realty, a private equity real estate holdings firm based in Stowe. There he
managed a group of mixed-use properties and worked to help grow its portfolio. In 2020, he decided to
join Keller Williams with a focus on commercial and investment properties.

Aside from his passion for real estate, Steve is an avid sailor, golfer, snowboarder, and snowmobiler. As
a nationally licensed EMT, Steve volunteers as a member of Morristown'’s rescue squad and serves as a
board member for the Morristown Planning Council. On Thursday nights in the summer, you can find
him out on the Stowe softball fields.

Lamoille Area Board of Realtors Contributes to
Hyde Park Housing Study

Last year, the Town of Hyde Park received a “Bylaw Modernization
Grant” from the Vermont Department of Housing and Community
Development.

LCPC will work with the Town to explore zoning tools to encourage
“missing middle” housing options while maintaining the
community’s unique sense of place. “Missing middle” housing refers to housing that is affordable to
working families who earn too much for most subsidized, affordable housing, but are still priced out of
most of an area’s market rate housing. Missing middle housing often consists of house-scale buildings
with 2-4 units that are compatible in scale and form to existing single family homes.

As the Town noted in its application, “Lamoille County is at the highest cost-burdened level at 20% per
State housing data. Residents and business owners are faced with the challenge of finding housing at
all for workers and young adults.” In recognition of this need, Lamoille Area Board of Realtors is
providing supplemental funds for this effort.

Peter A. Krusch Nature Preserve

On October 3rd the Peter A. Krusch Nature Preserve in Cambridge
was officially dedicated. The Preserve, a 51 acre parcel of woods,
streams, and fields was purchased by the Town of Cambridge in
2020. Since that time, a dedicated group of volunteers, aided by
Deputy Director Seth Jensen and Regional Planner Kate Lalley, have
built a trail through the Preserve, created a parking area, and
installed interpretive signs throughout.

LCPC was able to obtain a Municipal Planning Grant to help pay for
the improvements to the property and both Seth and Kate were
always available to offer advice and encouragement.

Sally Laughlin, Peter Krusch's widow and generous donor of much of the land, thanked Seth at the
dedication, acknowledging his support and that of LCPC.

Announcing a Special BONUS round
of funding for the Downtown and
Village Center tax credit program!

In January 2023, during this special round of
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SRR, undiing, $800,000 in state income tax credits will be
competitively available to projects that enhance the historic character and improve building safety of
older and historic commercial and community buildings in these designated communities. The credits
support general rehabilitation work, code compliance work, facade improvements, and flood
mitigation projects, and may be combined with the federal program.

Applications for the next round of tax credits are due Monday, January 16, 2023, and the Vermont
Downtown Board will make is allocation decisions at their regularly scheduled board meeting in
February 2023.

Applications must be submitted electronically to:
accd.DowntownVillageCenterTaxCreditProgram@vermont.gov

Applicants are encouraged to reach out to Caitlin Corkins (Caitlin.Corkins@vermont.gov) with any
questions about the program or the application. There is also a pre-recorded webinar available on the
Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development website which covers program basics, the
scoring criteria, and how to compile a strong application for those looking for a competitive edge.

HOUSING SUMMIT:
Planning For Vibrant Communities

working
Wednesday October 26, 2022 8AM to 1PM

Green Mountain Support Services CO m m U ﬂ | t | ES

93 James Road Morrisville VT 05661 challenge

When current and prospective residents cannot find homes to rent or purchase, this is a county-wide,
shared problem necessitating community and inter-town collaboration to solve.

Planning For Vibrant Communities is the second of a two-part Housing Summit series hosted by
Lamoille Housing Partnership and the Lamoille Working Communities Challenge. Community members
concerned about housing challenges in Hardwick and Lamoille County are invited to join housing
professionals, local organizations, the private sector, and municipalities to collaboratively develop
housing-related action plans in an effort to solve some of the area’s most pressing housing challenges,
including public transportation enhancement, water and sewer infrastructure enhancement, growth
center expansion, Act 250 modernization, and community education regarding affordable housing and
homeless shelters.

Attend in person at Green Mountain Support Services. Refreshments and lunch will be served. Open to
the public and free to attend.

RSVP & MORE INFORMATION HERE:
https://www.lamoillehousing.org/2022-housing-summits

Questions? Contact Lamoille Housing Partnership Advancement & Communications Director Kerrie Lohr:

kerrie@lamoillehousing.org.

Flood Hazard Mitigation Projects in Wolcott

Berm Removal

In Partnership with the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department
(VFWD), in summer of 2022 the Lamoille County Planning
Commission (LCPC) received a $63,430 Design/Implementation
Block Grant funded by the Vermont Department of Environmental
Conservation, administered by Watersheds United Vermont, for
Final Design and Implementation of a Berm Removal Project at a
parcel owned by the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department in
Wolcott. The berm is located along the edge of the field west of
the Access Area parking lot. The area is susceptible to flooding and frequently experiences scouring
and erosion near Elmore Pond Road. This river/road conflict area is a key location identified for
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streambank restoration in the 2020 Wolcott Local Hazard Mitigation Plan and 2018 Lamoille River Flood
Modeling. This berm removal project will enhance floodplain access and allow floodwaters to dissipate
naturally into the nearby vegetated field. Increasing access to the floodplain will reduce scouring and
erosion near the Elmore Pond Road Bridge and along the streambank of the Lamoille River.

The berm removal is part of a larger floodplain restoration and partnership effort which will include
the establishment of a 100-foot stream buffer and additional restoration efforts covering
approximately 10 acres along the Lamoille River and on the VFWD property. The Vermont Fish and
Wildlife Department and the Lamoille County Conservation District partnered to secure funding for
implementation of the vegetative stream buffer and knotweed control. These projects combined, will
enhance flood resiliency and riparian habitat along the Lamoille River.

Floodplain Restoration at the Recreation Fields

Spring of 2022, the Town of Wolcott received a grant from the
Flood Resilient Communities Fund, administered by Vermont
Emergency Management, for Final Design and Implementation of a
floodplain restoration project along the Wild Branch at the North
Wolcott Recreation Fields. The town has contracted with the
Lamoille County Planning Commission (LCPC) to provide grant
management and project coordination support. The Town of
Wolcott and LCPC will be undertaking Floodplain Restoration on 3.7
acres of land along North Wolcott Road, currently used as town recreation fields. North Wolcott Road
frequently floods near this river/road conflict area along the Wild Branch. During the Halloween flood
of 2019, North Wolcott Road and the Town Recreation Fields experienced significant fluvial erosion.
This area is a key location identified for streambank restoration in the 2020 Wolcott Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan.

This project expands upon previous hydraulic modeling efforts along the Wild Branch. Recent modeling
and stream channel restoration 2.5 miles downstream has demonstrated that this work is critical to
floodplain function and management. Floodplain Modeling has identified that smaller sites like these
near the Town Recreation Fields can result in multiple benefits (flood hazard mitigation, storm water
mitigation, nutrient retention, reduction in runoff velocity). Floodplain restoration has been shown to
be an effective tool for attenuating phosphorous and other nutrients.

The final design work will quantify nutrient and sediment reduction for floodplain restoration scenarios
at this site. This project involves removing a gravel parking lot and revegetating the area with thick,
woody vegetation. The parking lot will be relocated to a safer location south of the recreation fields on
the Town owned parcel. The addition of a vegetated “flood bench” will act as a floodplain and convey
floodwaters in large storms.

Calling all Home Builders and Designers

The Vermont Department of Housing and Community
Development (DHCD) is seeking input from builders and
designers on ways to build a diversity of homes at affordable
prices. There will be opportunities for involvement in several
forthcoming projects including the Toolkit on Accessory
Dwellings, Missing Middle Homeownership, and the Funders
Roundtable. To learn more and get involved, click here to join our
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Contribute to the Protection and Restoration of the Winooski River Basin
Participate in the Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan Survey

The Vermont Agency of Natural Resources is developing the 5-year update of the Winooski River
Tactical Basin Plan, a water quality and habitat management plan. The plan identifies surface waters
in need of restoration and protection, outlines a list of actions to achieve water quality goals, and
identifies partners and funding critical to implementing the actions.

Please share your knowledge and opinions here in the Basin Plan Public Survey related to the basin's
health of rivers, ponds and wetlands. Through your survey responses, the planning process benefits
from a more complete picture of the condition of the watershed. Your input helps ensure strategies
will lead to successful restoration and protection through the work of the Agency (VT ANR), watershed
partners including the Lamoille County Planning Commission, and the community.

For additional information, please see the Winooski River Basin Story
Map: https://vtanr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade
/index.html?appid=1a4a061782ee4fa6b17253da4d77eb7a

or the 2018 Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan:
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/documents/2018%20Winooski%20River%20TBP.pdf

'Tis the Season for Change

Melanie Riddle, Assistant Planner, has left LCPC for an exciting job opportunity with the state. Melanie
was the lead on our Brownfields and Health Equity grants. She will be missed.

But...

on November 1st, Victoria Hellwig (Tori) will be joining LCPC as our new Assistant Planner. Victoria
recently completed her master’s program with the University of Vermont and Vermont Law School. In
between studying and working, Victoria enjoyed all the outdoor activities Lamoille County has to offer!
She is excited to plan for the future of this beautiful area with the LCPC.
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Melanie Riddle Victoria Hellwig

National First Responder Day

All communities are encouraged to participate in
National First Responder Day on October 28, 2022,
and to take a moment to thank their Public Works
professionals for their critical role in response and
recovery during disasters.

National First Responder’s Day recognizes the heroic
men and women who make it their business to take
immediate action when an emergency strikes your
community.

Whether it’s responding to a hurricane, tornado, a
downed tree, a road collapse, a flash flood, an ice storm, wind storm, or snow storm- Public Works
Professionals are there to protect your community from danger!

Public Works Professionals are there to bring normalcy back to your community by clearing,
repairing, and restoring the damage done by man-made and natural disasters to reopen your
community.

Consider sending a thank you note or phoning your Public Works department to thank your Public
Works First Responders on October 28th for National First Responders Day!

Lamoille County Planning Commission | PO Box 1637, 52 Portland Street, 2nd Floor, Morrisville, VT
05661-1637
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