
February 2023
Winter is here, on and off. Snow has come and soon sugaring season will be in full swing. All our
Planners are busy on current projects and planning for the spring. Read on to see what we're planning
for the future as well as what we've done since our last Newsletter.

LCPCVT.ORG

Introducing our Board Members

Marina Meerberg

Marina grew up in Stockholm Sweden where she graduated with a
degree in International Business from Stockholm School of
Economics. While working in Austria, she met her husband Rick
Sokoloff, and moved to Vermont in 1986. They have two children
who attended Stowe schools and, to their mother’s delight, still
live in Vermont. Marina is a freelance translator, and runs 4 Points
VT, a local tour company, with her husband.

Marina has a deep interest in the environment, and in protecting
and enhancing quality of life in Vermont. She spent 12 years as a member and then Chair of the Stowe
Conservation Commission. She is currently a member of the Stowe Energy Committee. She is also a
Justice of the Peace and represents Stowe on the Board of the Lamoille County Planning Commission,
where she serves on the Regional Plan Committee.

When she isn’t working you can find her in the woods hiking with her dog, or skiing at Stowe Mountain
Resort, where she is a part time ski instructor.

Jeffery Tilton

Jeff has been Waterville’s appointee to the LCPC Board of Directors since
2019. Born and raised in Waterville, he is a fourth-generation resident of
the town. He graduated from Lamoille Union High School in 2000 and
went on to earn his Bachelor of Science Degree in Aviation from Daniel
Webster College in Nashua, New Hampshire. He spent a few years
teaching others to fly before embarking on his current career path as an
airline pilot in 2006. Today, he is a New York-based Captain for Delta Air
Lines.
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Of course, Jeff’s job requires out of state travel several times a month. “The
option of attending meetings remotely through videoconferencing has made
it possible for me to meet my board and committee obligations even when

my job or travels take me out of town. For me, this highlights the importance of having high-speed
communications services available in our community.”

Jeff serves on both the Plan and Project Review Committee as well as the Justice, Equity, Diversity,
and Inclusion (JEDI) Committee. In addition to his work with LCPC, Jeff volunteers on the Waterville
Planning Commission and is the Vice Chair of the Governing Board for the Lamoille FiberNet
Communications Union District.

In his spare time, you might catch Jeff hiking the Long Trail, sailing on Lake Champlain, or jogging
along the Rail Trail.

New Law Extends the Ability for
Fully Remote Meetings

The House and Senate passed, and the Governor has signed H. 42, which
provides an extension of pandemic era flexibility for public meetings. Part 1

of the bill contains flexibility around town meetings, and part 2 of the bill addresses meetings of public
bodies such as Selectboards and Planning Commissions. The extension expires on 7/1/2024.

In summary, the new law provides flexibility:
a public body may meet entirely by electronic or other means without being physically present
a physical meeting place where the public can attend is not necessary
in addition to the municipal office, a municipal public body may post agendas and notices in
two designated electronic locations in lieu of the two designated public places in the
municipality (or in a combination of electronic and public place)

If meeting fully remotely, a public body must:
use technology that allows the public to attend by electronic or other means
allow the public to access the meeting by telephone
post information on how the public can directly access the meeting electronically in its agenda
record their meetings (legislative body and school board only)

A full text of the bill can be found here.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) Updating Flood Insurance Rate Maps

FEMA is currently updating the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs)
in Vermont for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). When
the new maps go into effect, FEMA requires that town bylaws meet
current standards for participation in the NFIP. If your bylaws are
not sufficient, residents will no longer be able to purchase or
renew flood insurance through the NFIP.

Participation in NFIP also increases the percentage of your town’s post-disaster Emergency Relief and
Assistance Funding (ERAF). This program provides State coverage for public disaster recovery costs that
can save a municipality thousands of dollars after a disaster. An initial Work Map meeting for Lamoille
County is estimated to be held by FEMA in summer 2023. Municipalities will need to be NFIP compliant
by 2025.

LCPC will begin reaching out to all municipalities in the coming months to help review municipal flood
hazard bylaws and provide assistance on updating language to meet NFIP standards.

Health Equity Toolkit and Planning
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What is Health Equity?

Health Equity is achieved when everyone has a fair and just
opportunity to attain their highest level of health.

A grant from the Vermont Department of Health enabled the
Regional Planning Commissions (RPCs), in collaboration with
health partners, to draft a Health Equity Toolkit. This Toolkit
serves as a guide for communities to introduce the concept of
health equity and incorporate it into municipal planning

documents, bylaws, and community planning projects.

LCPC collaborated with other RPCs to gather statewide information and resources on Health Equity.
Major topics include Housing, Quality of Place, Transportation, Recreation, and Bylaw Updates, with
discussions about energy, food access, stormwater management, and other related topics woven in.

Municipalities, regional planners, health care workers, and other professionals interested in advancing
health and well-being in an equitable way can use this toolkit to find inspiration, guide discussions, and
address specific areas in their communities.

Moving forward, LCPC will continue to collaborate with other RPCs on projects that provide technical
assistance and support to towns that wish to pilot use of the Health Equity Planning Toolkit.To view the
Health Equity Toolkit visit: Health Equity Planning Toolkit - Lamoille County Planning Commission
(lcpcvt.org). For questions regarding the toolkit contact Meghan Rodier, Regional Planner at
meghan@lcpcvt.org.

This spring the LCPC will host a regional training on the Health Equity Toolkit. Stay tuned for an
announcement about this upcoming training.

Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP)

The Vermont Department of Buildings and General Services is
on the cusp of providing an opportunity for municipalities to
improve energy resilience and efficiency for municipally owned
buildings. A major goal of this program is to provide
opportunities for municipalities to save money, build resiliency,
and adapt in response to energy supply disruptions and price
volatility of fossil fuels.

Cities, towns, incorporated villages, and fire districts interested in this program can work with their
RPC to apply for two different opportunities: Community Capacity Building Grants providing up to
$4,000.00 for public education and outreach, and/or free energy building assessments that qualify
municipalities for Implementation Grants up to $500,000.00. The latter can be used to pursue building
renovation projects involving improvements in weatherization, thermal efficiency, or fossil fuel heating
systems.

This is a flexible, no cost-match grant opportunity that could help municipalities connect with their
communities and save on annual energy costs.

For more information, please contact LCPC or visit: www.bgs.vermont.gov/municipal-energy-
resilience-program.

The Lamoille County Brownfields Committee is excited as we head
into the new year. The Brownfields Committee meets bimonthly to
review requests for funding to support the assessment of
environmental contamination at sites within Lamoille County. LCPC
has been able to continue the important work of property
assessment with the goal of redevelopment. LCPC continues to
utilize the grant from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
to conduct environmental assessments, outreach, and facilitate an
area-wide redevelopment plan. The committee is accepting new
site applications on a regular basis. If you have any questions
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regarding the committee or site nomination, please reach out
to Salvador Morales at salvador@lcpcvt.org. 

Transportation Junction

Lamoille Valley Rail Trail (LVRT) Regional Committees

VTrans is working with the Regional Planning Commissions to
establish regional committees to assist in minor maintenance,
monitoring for maintenance needs, communicating with the public,
and keeping VTrans informed of regional issues related to the LVRT.
Other purposes for the regional committee include, but are not
limited to, coordination of marketing, trailhead amenities, maps,
and grants. The Lamoille County Committee has met and
established a monthly meeting schedule. All are welcome to join in
the effort.

Public Transit Changes Proposed

Microtransit is a general term used by transit professionals to describe a non-
traditional alternative to typical bus routes. In our region, VTrans and Rural
Community Transportation (RCT) conducted a feasibility study to determine if
an alternate way of providing public transit in Morrisville is possible.

The  study  concluded  it  is,  and  RCT  and  VTrans  are  moving  forward  with
detailed logistical planning for deploying the new service in 2023. It will likely
be an "on-demand" service rather than a "loop route", meaning instead of waiting at a bus stop, a rider
would need to request a ride, similar to Uber or Lyft.

There will be options for calling in or for using an app to request a ride within a pre-defined service
area. The service area will likely be larger than the current service area of the Morrisville Loop route.
For example, it will  include the Village of Hyde Park. LCPC is working with our regional and state
partners to spread the word and make the public and stakeholders aware of the details regarding the
coming changes.

Transportation Infrastructure Grants

There are many grants available from various sources which are
intended to be helpful with transportation projects. LCPC staff
constantly monitor grant sources for opportunities as they arise.
Some sources of grants are from State and Federal transportation
budgets, while there are also quite a few from other funding
sources such as environmental, public safety, and economic
development programs and agencies. It is important to keep in

mind almost all of the funding sources for construction require planning to happen before
implementation, and there are funding sources designed to meet those requirements too.

Contact Rob Moore (rob@lcpcvt.org) or (802) 851-6347 for more information on
these or any other transportation related issues.
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