Lamoille County Planning Commission
PO Box 1637

Demars Building, 52 Portland Street, Second Floor
Morrisville, Vermont 05661

www.lcpcvt.org

(802) 888-4548 e e-mail: lcpc@lcpcvt.org e fax: (802) 888-6938

Regional Plan/Clean Water Advisory Committee
by Video Conferencing (information below) or at LCPC’s Office
September 13%, 2023 — 5:00 pm

Agenda
5:00 Adjustments to the Agenda & Opportunity for Public Comment

5:03 Approval of June 20%, 2023, Meeting Minutes — enclosed
Action Item

5:05 Update on Regional Plan Adoption Process

5:15 Listening Session on Vermont Renewable Energy and Electricity Policies
6:15 Presentation/Discussion on Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan Update
7:00 Adjourn

Attachments:
June 20, 2023, Minutes
Listening Session Flyer
Handouts on Vermont Renewable Energy Policies & Where Electricity Comes From
Guiding Questions for Listening Session
Memo of Review Process for Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan

Join Zoom Meeting
https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/i/85619571735?2pwd=Y1pBSnFFL1BKWHE4cklveEJ5cFA4UT09

Meeting ID: 856 1957 1735
Passcode: 399277

Join by Phone: (646) 558-8656

* Municipal & Regional Planning * Transportation Planning ¢ Emergency Preparedness Planning ¢ * GIS
Mapping Services * Grant Administration ¢ Census Data °


http://www.lcpcvt.org/
mailto:lcpc@lcpcvt.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85619571735?pwd=Y1pBSnFFL1BKWHE4ckIveEJ5cFA4UT09

Approved:

Lamoille County Planning Commission: Regional Plan Committee Meeting Draft Notes
June 20, 2023

Members present:

Brian Leven Marina Meerburg o Riki French
X Linda Martin Bl Carol Caldwell o Trevor Braun
Rich Pearson Edmonds

Staff: Victoria Hellwig, Salvador Morales, Meghan Rodier
The meeting began at 4:03 pm.

Call to order; Agenda Changes
Meghan asked the Committee to discuss scheduling a September Regional Plan Committee/ Clean
Water Advisory Committee meeting to discuss the draft Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan.

Opportunity for Public Comment
No public comment

Approval of Meeting Minutes: May 15, 2023
Rich Pearson motioned to approve the May 15", 2023, meeting minutes. Marina Meerburg seconded the
motion. All in favor.

September CWAC/ Regional Plan Meeting

The Committee agreed to host a meeting in early September to discuss the Winooski River Tactical
Basin Plan and critical comments on the Regional Plan that may require Committee input before the
plan is finalized and sent to the full LCPC Board of Directors to for adoption. Meghan and Sal will
follow up with the Regional Plan Committee to schedule the meeting in September. Marina noted she is
gone the first week in September.

Equity Impact Assessment Tool and Draft Regional Plan

Tori noted she conducted a review of the Regional Plan policies and actions using the Draft JEDI Equity
Impact Assessment Tool. Overall, the review showed that the Regional Plan promotes equity, and no
policies were found to be inequitable. Tori made a few minor suggested language changes to Regional
Plan policies included in the June 20" meeting packet. Committee members discussed the first
suggestion regarding encouraging local/regional recreation guides in multiple languages. Marina noted
this would require hiring a translator to create these documents and it would be very costly. Marina
suggested looking more into the demand for translation services and translation tools available. Brian
made suggested changes to the action item called out on page 81. Change the action item to say “Work
to install electric vehicle charging stations in each of the region’s designated Downtowns and Village
Centers and at park and ride locations, and encourage or incentivize private businesses to host charging
stations.”

Public Service Department Comments on Lamoille County Enhanced Energy Plan

Salvador provided a memo summarizing comments from the Vermont Public Service Department. The
Plan is in compliance with Act 174 standards. There were a few areas the DPS provided feedback to
improve the plan. The Committee discussed questions raised by DPS such as what communities will be



most impacted by the Energy Plan policies? The Committee suggested adding language in the Energy
chapter regarding the following:

-Note that people living in rural, remote areas will be impacted by energy plan policies due to potential
power outages and longer response times. Heavy use of electric technology for heating and cooling and
transportation needs will put more strain on an already limited grid system in terms of capacity. This
could lead to winter blackouts.

-Note that low-income people will be impacted most by energy policies since they don’t have the
financial means to weatherize their home or upgrade heating/cooling systems.

-Charging stations are more likely to be built in denser areas such as Village Centers, which will be less
accessible for people living in rural areas of the county.

-When the LCPC Plan and Project Review Committee reviews energy projects for conformance with the
Regional Plan, consider the impact of the project on rural underserved areas and low-income
communities.

Regional Plan Review
The Committee revisited sections of the draft Regional Plan that were further revised since the last
Committee review. The following suggestions were made:

Cover Page
e Add aphoto of a Village Center/Downtown area. LCPC can pull one from a Village Center

Designation application.

Transportation Chapter
e Note the percentage in which public transit ridership has gone up in the last decade.
e Use cross-access between development parking lots as an example in the Transportation Demand
Management policies/actions.
e Consider adding a policy regarding encouraging vegetative buffers for aesthetic purposes. This
may make more sense in the Land Use chapter.

Housing Chapter
e Add a statement about the Vermont Home Act of 2023 (Act 47) and how the Housing chapter
will be amended at a future date when new Housing Needs Assessment data is available.

Meeting adjourned: Marina Meerburg motioned to adjourn, Linda Martin seconded. All in favor. The
meeting ended at 5:17 pm.



LET'S TALK ABOUT WHERE VERMONT'S ELECTRICITY COMES FROM

The Public Service Department and
Lamoille County Planning Commission

have teamed up to ensure your voice is
heard as critical energy policies are
updated.

Help us determine the
future of electricity In
Vermont!

We are asking Vermonters:

1. What are your priorities when thinking
about where our electricity comes from?
2. How can our policies and programs better
support those priorities?

September 13 - 5:00PM

In Person: 52 Portland Street, Morrisville VT
Second Floor, or
On Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85619571735?
ewd=Y1pBSNFFLIBKWHE4cklveEJ5CcFA4UTO09
Meeting ID: 856 1957 1735 Passcode: 399277

For More Information, Visit: www.lcpcvt.org/energyplanning

7~~~ _VERMONT

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85619571735?pwd=Y1pBSnFFL1BKWHE4ckIveEJ5cFA4UT09
https://lcpcvt.org/energyplanning







Where does Vermont's electricity come from?

What electricity do Vermont utilities
generate or buy?

In 2021, Vermont distribution utilities
purchased over 5.8 Million MWh of
electricity to meet the demand of their
customers.

Of this:

64% came from renewable resources (in
green)

18% came from carbon-free resources (in
orange, i.e. nuclear)

What is a Renewable Energy Credit (REC)? RECs are the accounting system used to track all the
renewable electricity generated in or sold into the ISO New England electric system. These
certificates ensure no two entities claim credit for that electricity.

How renewable is our electricity based on RECs?

In 2021, Vermont distribution utilities
retired just over 4 million renewable
energy certificates (i.e. equivalent to just
over 4 million MWh of electricity) to meet
their obligations under Vermont’s
Renewable Energy Standard.

72% of the electricity Vermont used was
renewable. Including nuclear, 90% of it was
low-carbon

ISO New England Mix is electricity that was
not associated with a specific
environmental attribute or REC from the
New England electricity grid. This is largely
power from fossil fuel generators, like
natural gas.



Electricity is generated across Vermont in many different ways

Vermont Generation by Resource Type
(excluding distributed solar <5MW)

Electricity is generated across Vermont. On average,
these plants produce about 33% of the electricity
Vermonters use.

The majority of the sources are considered renewable,
with the exception of a small number of fossil fuel (oil)
peaking plants (shown in gray) that operate less than
1% of the year and only during times of critical need.

>12

Distributed Solar (<5MW) by Town

Most of the electricity generated by solar in
Vermont comes from small systems distributed

across the state.

Many of these systems are from the net-metering
program, which has helped develop over 17,300
solar plants in Vermont totaling more than 322 MW.
90% of these systems are small (smaller than 15 kW
in size), such as the ones you would find on a
residential home or property, accounting for about
36% of the total installed capacity.



RPC - PSD ENGAGEMENT EVENTS ON RENEWABLE ELECTRICITY

Guiding Questions

GUIDING QUESTIONS

Question 1: What do you think should be prioritized when thinking about where Vermont’s
electricity comes from?

Discussion prompts / options:

- Reliability & Resilience— ex. limiting outages (frequency and duration), long terms impacts on
infrastructure in everyday and extreme weather conditions

- Affordability for consumers

- Impacts on natural resources

- Supporting local jobs and economic development

- Reducing carbon emissions

- Whether the resource is renewable

- Giving everyone the opportunity to generate their own electricity

- Location of the resource (is it in Vermont? Is it outside our state boarders?)

Current Policies & Programs

Transition: context that Vermont currently has some policies and programs that specifically
address where our electricity comes from, and in particular seek to support getting Vermont'’s
electricity from renewable sources — cover RES, NM at a very high level as examples

Question 2: In thinking about the priorities we just discussed, what is important to you about
how you (personally) get renewable or clean electricity?

Discussion prompts / options:

o From my utility on my behalf
o Entirely from my own on-site system (e.g “off grid”)
o Shared between myself and my utility (e.g. net metering)

Transition: Show a visual of where Vermont’s electricity currently comes from (2021 data, post
REC chart) and walk through briefly what this is

Question 3: Seeing where our electricity currently comes from, what would you like this [i.e.
compare to the visual of our current mix] to look like in the future?

Discussion prompts / options:

o Would you like to see more electricity coming from renewable sources?



o Would you like to see more electricity coming from low or no-emissions
resources?

o What are the trade-offs we might need to think about as we consider where our
electricity comes from?

o Other prompting questions

Some informational discussion prompts / materials that illustrate some of the ways
various resources support acting on the priorities discussed in Question 1; Format
TBD; Resources to touch on include:

= Solar —various sizing (small, medium, large)
=  Wind - on / offshore

= Nuclear
= Hydro - large / small
=  Biomass

= Fossil Fuels
=  **Geothermal — at least talking points about it’s role

Transition: Vermont’s current policies and programs are structured to meet the requirements
we just talked about. As we review them, they can also be reformed to mitigate impacts being
felt in communities and ensure everyone feels the benefits of renewable and clean electricity.

Question 4: [referencing the outcomes from discussing questions 1 and 3] What are the barriers
you see to achieving these outcomes with our programs and policies?

Vermont’s current policies and programs are structured to meet the requirements we just
talked about. As we review them, they can also be reformed to mitigate impacts being felt in
communities and ensure everyone feels the benefits of renewable and clean electricity.

Wrap Up & Next Steps

This work is ongoing at different scales, here are next steps in this process & how you can stay
engaged:

- Next opportunity from the PSD on this process:
- Regional energy planning:
- Town / municipal energy planning:



Lamoille County Planning Commission
PO Box 1637, Morrisville, VT 05661

MEMORANDUM

To: Regional Plan/Clean Water Advisory Committee
From: Meghan Rodier, LCPC Regional Planner

Re: Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan Review
Date: September 7, 2023

You are receiving this memo to outline the Regional Plan/Lamoille Clean Water Advisory
Committee’s role in the review of the draft Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan. Tactical Basin
Plans are strategic guidebooks for improving watershed health. They identify surface waters in need
of restoration and protection, outline actions to achieve water quality goals, and identify partners
and funding critical to implementing those actions. Public input plays a key role in developing
implementation strategies for the Basin Plan to protect water resources and improve water quality in
the Winooski River Watershed.

The Regional Planning Commission plays a key role in reviewing draft Tactical Basin Plans to ensure
they are in conformance with the goals of the Lamoille County Regional Plan. This early review
process will start at the Regional Plan/ Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC) level. Lamoille
County Planning Commission staff will review the draft Plan and prepare a letter of regional
conformance to demonstrate whether the Basin Plan is in conformance or not with the goals of the
Lamoille County Regional Plan. The conformance letter and a draft of the Tactical Basin Plan will
be shared with the Regional Plan/ Clean Water Advisory Committee for review. Revisions will be
made to the conformance letter based on the Committee’s input and forwarded to the LCPC Board of
Directors for final review and approval. A copy of the full draft Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan
will be available for public comment in October of 2023. To review key components and
implementation strategies, please find the attached shortened version of the draft plan that includes
the following:

1. The executive summary

2. The municipal protectiveness table

3. The Implementation/Strategies table

4. The Monitoring and Assessment Needs table

Strategies or monitoring needs that are specific to Lamoille County (or that include Lamoille County
partners) are highlighted in yellow. As time permits, please skim this document and bring your
questions, comments, or concerns to the September 13" CWAC meeting. For more information on
the Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan visit : Basin 8 - Winooski River Basin Planning | Department
of Environmental Conservation (vermont.gov).

Lamoille County Planning Commission, PO Box 1637, Morrisville,VT 05661 (802)888-4548


https://dec.vermont.gov/water-investment/watershed-planning/tactical-basin-planning/basin8
https://dec.vermont.gov/water-investment/watershed-planning/tactical-basin-planning/basin8

