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Lamoille County Planning Commission: Regional Plan/Clean Water Advisory Committee Meeting
Draft Minutes
September 13, 2023

Members present:

£ Brian Leven X  Marina Meerburg o Riki French
Linda Martin U GIGI Beach O Trevor Braun
Rich Pearson

Staff: Victoria Hellwig, Meghan Rodier
Members of the public: Peter Waldman, Bruce Schulman, Jackie Pratt, Michael Lazorchak, Avram
Patt, Charles Gallanter, Wendy Crosier, Keith Fritschie

The meeting began at 5:00 pm.

Call to order; Agenda Changes
No changes to the agenda.

Opportunity for Public Comment
No public comment.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: May 15, 2023
Brian Leven motioned to approve the June 20", 2023, meeting minutes. Linda Martin seconded the
motion. All in favor.

Regional Plan Adoption Process Update

Meghan provided an update on the Regional Plan adoption process. The LCPC held its first public
hearing on August 22". A few comments were received from the LCPC Board of Directors regarding
equity issues. Other comments received to date were more plan formatting based. The 2" public hearing
on the 2023 draft Regional Plan will be held on September 26™ at the LCPC Board of Directors meeting.
Due to the flooding and the tight adoption timeline before the current plan in effect expires, comments
received in September that are content based will be considered in a Plan Amendment this winter.

Listening Session on Vermont Renewable Energy and Electricity Policies

Meghan and Tori hosted a listening session in support of the Public Service Department’s effort to
gather public input about Vermont’s electricity policies and programs. A brief presentation provided an
overview of this topic, including the definition of “renewable” energy, current state policies and
programs (e.g., Renewable Energy Standard, net-metering), and tradeoffs to consider when thinking
about where electricity should come from. Questions were woven into the presentation prompt
discussion, to help answer the questions “What are your priorities when thinking about where Vermont's
communities get their electricity?” and “How can our policies and programs better support these
priorities?”

Top priorities expressed by the group were affordability, incentives, natural resource impacts, pollution
beyond just carbon, and concerns around the definition of renewable (specifically biomass).
Affordability was also discussed as a large barrier, as well as the political nature of discussions around
energy and who is influencing decision making. A second listening session on September 28 in
collaboration with Stowe Energy Committee will provide additional opportunities to explore this topic.



Presentation on the Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan

Keith Fritschie, the Winooski Basin Planner presented on the update of the Winooski Tactical Basin
Plan. Keith noted the complete draft will be available for public comment in early October 2023. Keith
will provide a follow-up presentation and take comments on the full draft Plan at the October 24" LCPC
Board of Directors Meeting. In preparation for this CWAC meeting Meghan forwarded to committee
members an Executive Summary and the draft implementation table of the Winooski River Tactical
Basin Plan update. Keith is looking for initial input on this. Regional Plan/CWAC members can forward
their comments to Meghan Rodier by September 27" to share with Keith. The slides from tonight’s
meeting will be posted on LCPC water quality page under the Winooski Basin section. CWAC members
pointed out the funding gap for invasive species control. Keith also noted VT DEC has a hew
phosphorous reduction calculator tool for forests.

Meeting adjourned: Rich Pearson motioned to adjourn, Marina Meerburg seconded. All in favor. The
meeting ended at 7:12 pm.



