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Lamoille County Planning Commission:  Regional Plan/Clean Water 
Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes June 21, 2022 

Members present: 
 Brian Leven  Marina Meerburg  Riki French
 Linda Martin  Carol Caldwell

Edmonds

Guests: Karen Bates 
Staff: Salvador Morales, Rob Moore, Melanie Riddle, Meghan Rodier 

Brian Leven called the meeting to order at 4:05 pm. 

Call to order; Agenda Changes 
No changes to the agenda suggested. 

Opportunity for Public Comment 
No public comments.  

Approval of Meeting Minutes: May 16th, 2022 
Linda Martin moved to approve the May 16th, 2022, meeting minutes. Motion seconded by Riki French. 

TAC Update 
Sal explained LCPC staff met with the Lamoille TAC Committee on May 25th for initial input on the 
Regional Plan Transportation chapter. The Committee’s feedback consisted of chart and map design 
changes to make it easier for the reader as well as adding additional information regarding federal aid 
highways. 

Winooski Tactical Basin Plan Survey Outreach  
Karen Bates, the Winooski Basin Planner, presented on the update of the Winooski River Tactical Basin 
Plan. Karen explained the CWAC and LCPC can play a role in gathering input for the Basin Plan update 
and engaging municipal and watershed partners. Karen explained the Basin Plan identifies target areas 
for water quality improvements and outlines strategies for addressing areas of concern. The Tactical 
Basin Plan highlights strategies in all landscape sectors (Developed lands, Agriculture, Forests). 
Example strategies to address water quality concerns include restoring floodplains, wetlands, riparian 
buffers, and old logging trails, updating municipal zoning and subdivision bylaws to enhance 
stormwater management, implementing priority projects from Stormwater Master Plans, Road Erosion 
Inventories and other drainage studies, and upsizing undersized bridges and culverts.  Karen noted the 
following timeline for gathering community input on the Basin Plan: 

Gather Information Now-January 2023 (Issue public survey in fall of 2022) 
Drafting Basin Plan-January-June 2023 
Public Review and VT DEC Approval of Basin Plan by December 2023 

The type of information Karen will be looking to collect for the Winooski Basin Plan update includes 
the following: 
-River, ponds, and wetlands to restore
-Specific pollutant sources/target areas to address
-Where Basin Plan strategies work best
-Best communication tools for Basin Plan outreach



 
-Other community groups interested in knowing more about the Basin and assisting with implementing 
the Tactical Basin Plan strategies 
 
The Lamoille Clean Water Advisory Committee/ Regional Plan Committee discussed the best 
tools/approach for public survey outreach. The Committee will revisit the questions for the Winooski 
Basin Plan survey at the September meeting. For municipalities, target local Planning Commissions and 
Conservation Commissions as well as key staff (Planning Directors/ Town Administrators). Meghan 
noted targeting local land conservation groups as well such as the Stowe Land Trust. Front Porch Forum 
will be utilized to distribute the survey to all Lamoille County towns. Initial outreach about the Basin 
Plan will be included in LCPC’s quarterly newsletter. A Public Service Announcement on the local 
radio stations will be considered to outreach about the Plan update and the public survey. Also a targeted 
follow-up outreach via email will be conducted with Lamoille County Towns that are within the 
Winooski Basin.  
 
Regional Plan Update 
Salvador Morales, LCPC Assistant Planner, and Rob Moore, Regional Transportation Planner, guided the 
Committee through the Regional Plan, Transportation Chapter. The committee was notified that due to 
technical issues the public transportation section of the chapter would need to be addressed later. Due to 
a time constraint, a portion of the discussion regarding the Transportation Chapter was tabled until the 
next Regional Plan Committee Meeting. Review of the Transportation Chapter will pick up on page 91 at 
the July 18th meeting.  
 
The Regional Plan Committee recommended the following changes to the draft Transportation Chapter 
of the Regional Plan: 
 
Page 77:  

• Rob Moore offered to work with Brian Leven on creating a strategy that provides a balance 
between addressing safety of the transportation network and promoting efficient transportation 
systems.  

• Check why a 50-year flood event is used for municipalities focusing on food resiliency actions 
including upsizing bridges/culverts to accommodate a 50-year flood event. Why not a 100-yr flood 
event? Consult example bylaws/road standards such as Hyde Park’s to confirm a 50-yr flood event 
is referenced in the standards. Rob noted a 50-yr flood event may be referenced in state and local 
road standards to keep actions achievable.  

Page 80:  
• Under actions items, keep the airport referenced as the Morrisville-Stowe Airport. Check 

other references for consistency.  
• Under the policy, Support statewide upgrades to existing rail infrastructure for freight and 

passenger service, add action item that focuses on connecting public transportation to 
Amtrak facilities (Waterbury/Burlington). 

Pages 81-85: 
• Add an action item that mentions working towards implementing bigger picture transportation 

projects (list projects) that could fall within the lifetime of the 2023-2031 Regional Plan.  
• The Highway Functional Classification map should be edited so that the black lines are the outline 

and not the green color. For example, you want to be able to see that North Wolcott Road is a Class 
2 highway and a major collector. In the legend the Rural Minor Arterial should be above Rural 
Minor Collector.  

• Move Highway Functional Classification table and definitions before the map.  
• Move the 2020 Federal Aid Highway map closer to the associated text.  
• Add a definition for Federal Aid Highways in Table 3-14.  



 
Page 86: 

• For the Highway Sufficiency section, add a simple explanation of what it is and how it is 
important. For example, “Bridges are inspected on an annual basis and prioritized based on 
issued identified in the bridge inspection report.”  

• The AADT Map needs the same color adjustment as the previous maps. 
Page 87: 

• Under Commuting Travel, note that 7% of workers were working from home when the 2020 
Census data was collected. Under this section note that the commuting data does not account 
for local congestion issues such as near the Morrisville and Hyde Park traffic circles during 
peak commuting times.  

Pages 90-91: 
• Under Local Transportation System Planning, update the language that refers to “minimum design 

standards for town highways”. This should reflect the MRGP and new road standards.  
• Add a list of specific locations where public charging stations are located, if possible, add this list 

directly to the Transportation Resources map. 
 
Meeting adjourned: Riki French moved to adjourn. Linda Martin seconded the motion. Meeting 
adjourned at 6:02 pm. 
 
  


