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Lamoille County Planning Commission: Regional Plan/Clean Water Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes
October 18, 2021

Members present:

x] Brian Leven O  Meredith Dolan X  Greg Paus
Linda Martin O  Carol Caldwell Riki French Marina Meerburg
Edmonds

Staff: Seth Jensen, Meghan Rodier, Salvador Morales
Guests: Danielle Owczarski, Lamoille Watershed Planner

Brian Leven called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.

Call to order; Opportunity for public comment; Agenda changes
There was no public comment or agenda changes.

Approval of meeting minutes: July 19th, 2021
Brian Leven motioned to approve the July 19, 2021, minutes. Greg Paus seconded minutes. Motion
carried.

Review of Regional Plan Conformance Letter for the Lamoille Tactical Basin Plan

Meghan Rodier provided an overview of the memo that was sent to committee members concerning the
Lamoille Tactical Basin Plan. The draft plan can be viewed on the VT DEC’s Basin Planning page at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3vwk65z. The public comment period ends November 12, 2021. Meghan provided
an overview of the Regional Plan conformance letter included in the meeting packet. It outlines three
primary objectives in the Regional Plan which demonstrate how the draft Lamoille River Tactical Basin
Plan is in conformance with the 2015-2023 Regional Plan. The three conforming primary objectives in
the Regional Plan are 1) to guide growth into compact settlements, 2) protect the region’s natural and
working landscapes, and 3) guide growth that promotes sustainability of the region’s rural natural
systems. Meghan noted how the conformance letter references the framework/ goals of the Lamoille
Tactical Basin Plan and examples of implementation strategies that conform to the primary objectives,
policies, and recommendations found in the Regional Plan. Brian Leven asked if the PPR Committee
will be reviewing this conformance letter. Meghan Rodier noted the Executive Committee reviewed the
letter on October 121", LCPC staff felt review of the conformance letter was more appropriate for the
Regional Plan/Clean Water Advisory Committee as it pertains to the Lamoille Tactical Basin Plan.

Lamoille Watershed Planner, Danielle Owczarski, provided an overview of the public comment period
and options for commenting as follows:

Instructions for Commenting on the Draft Basin Plan

Comments should be directed by email to anr.basin7comments@vermont.gov or by mail to Danielle
Oweczarski, Basin 7 Comments, 1 National Life Drive, Davis 3, Montpelier VT 05620-3522. Mailed
comments must be postmarked by the end of the business day (4:30 pm) on November 12, 2021.
Comments received by this date will be addressed in a responsiveness summary.

Danielle noted there is an updated Story Map that provides an overview of the Lamoille Basin Plan that
can be viewed at: https://arcg.is/LIGCWem. Meghan noted she will coordinate with Geana to send out a



https://tinyurl.com/y3vwk65z
mailto:anr.basin7comments@vermont.gov
https://arcg.is/1GCWem

reminder to Lamoille communities and LCPC Board of Directors regarding the public comment period,
instructions for commenting, and a link to the new story map.

Meghan Rodier asked if the Committee had suggested changes to the Conformance Letter. The
Committee thought it was well written and did not have requested changes.

Regional Plan Review (pp 202-243)

This was the fourth of five meetings to be held every other month the review the current Regional Plan.
Seth Jensen provided an overview of the following sections of the Regional Plan: Water Resources and
Flood Resiliency. Seth noted in the last plan update these sections were broken up into two detailed
chapters.

Water Resources: Add a policy/discussion about public safety concerning water resources and flooding.
Brian Leven noted how water resources and flooding is a concern of public safety not just economic or
recreation. For example, we need water for fire safety, drinking water supply etc... The Lamoille
Watershed and Lamoille County surface waters are in good condition overall in terms of water quality.
The concern is how to maintain the quality of surface waters, and intact wetlands/ upland forests as we
experience growth. Other language and data that needs updating in this chapter includes the reference to
swimming holes as new land acquisitions have occurred, and the wellhead protection table on page 217
should be updated to focus on community needs (ex: water system upgrades).

Flood Resiliency: This chapter focuses more on public safety aspects. The first goal should be to ensure
communities are resilient to flooding. The second goal would be to develop outside of flood prone areas.
Third, is that if development does occur in floodplain, the necessary steps are taken to ensure the proper
protection of these developments do not hinder existing infrastructure in the floodplain zone. Seth
pointed out the policy “to protect land and floodplain locations.” Seth noted Lamoille County has been
proactive in buyouts and Vermont Fish and Wildlife has also protected several areas as fishing access
along the rivers in Lamoille County such as the Lamoille River.

Meghan Rodier noted the Forest Integrity Act should be considered in this chapter. Add language to
protect upland forests and prevent forest fragmentation. Brian Leven brought up the concern of Climate
Change and the increase in storms and their intensity in the past decade. Seth noted concerns regarding
drought and heat waves. Marina Meerburg noted this could be discussed on page 229 where it references
the “implications on climate change and flooding”. Climate Change can be discussed in the Energy
Chapter as well. Seth noted there should be reference in the Flood Resiliency chapter to the Lamoille
River Hydraulic Flood Model. Maps on page 232 will need to be updated. Linda Martin noted on page
219 where stormwater is discussed, reference to the new 3 Acre Rule should be added.

The Regional Plan Committee decided to meet next on November 15" at 4pm. Meghan noted beginning
in January the Committee will meet monthly for the Regional Plan update. Greg and Marina are
resigning their position on Regional Plan Committee. Two new members will be voted onto the
Committee.

Adjourn
Greg Paus made a motioned to adjourn. Seconded by Marina Meerburg. Meeting adjourned at 5:16 pm.



